172	THE    VENNER    CRIME
attention at the time. An inspector came to read the
electricity meter, and discovered that no less than seven
hundred and thirty-six units had been used during the
preceding three months. And Faversham and his family
had left the house before that period began.1'
" Seven hundred and thirty-six units!" Oldland ex-
claimed. " It sounds a devil of a lot!"
"It is certainly excessive. Mrs. Waller, the care-
taker, assured me that she was most careful with the
light. I am not prepared to accept that statement un-
reservedly. But even suppose that she was reckless in
her use of it. I have made a tentative calculation.
During the three months in question, Mrs. Waller was at
Markheys for six hours a day, six days a week for
thirteen weeks, a total of four hundred and sixty-eight
hours. We will suppose that during the whole time she
was in the house, she switched on six lamps of sixty
watts each, thus using 360 watts. If you multiply the
hours bv the watts and divide by one thousand, you
will find that the result is no more than one hundred and
sixty-eight and a half units."
" I'll take your word for it," Oldland replied.
" I'm not an electrical engineer. You've certainly
allowed Mrs. Waller a fine margin of wastage, and even
then she wouldn't have used a quarter of what the
meter showed. What's the snag?"
" This excessive expenditure of current, far beyond
any credible wastage by Mrs. WTaller, suggests to me
that an unauthorised use has been made of electricity.
The house stands in an isolated position upon an un-
frequented road. It would not be difficult for an expert
to make a key which would fit one, of the doors, and
so secure access to the house. The curtains being drawn,
lights carefully placed would not be seen from the road
at night."
" Somebody using the house for an unlawful purpose,

